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OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, September 30, 2013. 

Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Speaker, U.S. Capitol, House of Representatives, 

Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-

mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
September 30, 2013 at 10:00 p.m.: 

That the Senate disagree to the amend-
ment of the House to the amendment of the 
Senate to the joint resolution H.J. Res 59. 

With best wishes, I am 
Sincerely, 

KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION RELAT-
ING TO CONSIDERATION OF H.J. 
RES. 59, CONTINUING APPRO-
PRIATIONS RESOLUTION, 2014 

Mr. SESSIONS, from the Committee 
on Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 113–240) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 368) relating to consideration of 
the joint resolution (H.J. Res. 59) mak-
ing continuing appropriations for fiscal 
year 2014, and for other purposes, which 
was referred to the House Calendar and 
ordered to be printed. 

f 

RELATING TO CONSIDERATION OF 
H.J. RES. 59, CONTINUING APPRO-
PRIATIONS RESOLUTION, 2014 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 368 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 368 
Resolved, That the House hereby (1) takes 

from the Speaker’s table the joint resolution 
(H.J. Res. 59) making continuing appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2014, and for other pur-
poses, with the House amendment to the 
Senate amendment thereto, (2) insists on its 
amendment, and (3) requests a conference 
with the Senate thereon. 

SEC. 2. Any motion pursuant to clause 4 of 
rule XXII relating to House Joint Resolution 
59 may be offered only by the Majority Lead-
er or his designee. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas is recognized for 1 
hour. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, for the 
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from New York (Ms. SLAUGHTER), my 
friend, the ranking member from the 
Rules Committee, pending which I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. During consideration of this res-
olution, all time yielded is for the pur-
pose of debate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, House 

Resolution 368 directs the House of 

Representatives to go to conference 
with the Senate to resolve differences 
between the two Chambers on how to 
appropriately fund the Federal Govern-
ment. Like any other time the House 
goes to a conference, Mr. Speaker, the 
minority will have an opportunity to 
instruct conferees and have their ideas 
heard. 

For nearly 3 weeks, this body, the 
United States House of Representa-
tives, has made numerous legitimate 
efforts to find a compromise to avoid a 
government shutdown. Unfortunately, 
Senate Majority Leader REID and Sen-
ate Democrats have been unwilling to 
negotiate and have stonewalled any at-
tempt to find common ground. 

No one wants a government shut-
down, but Mr. REID’s unwillingness to 
work with House Republicans to find a 
solution is what brings us to a point 
now this evening. I know that we want 
to get our work done tonight. I urge 
my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on the 
rule, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding me 
the customary 30 minutes, and I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Let me be clear: the proposal before 
us is nothing but another way to run 
out the clock. I think while we’re 
speaking here, in just a little while we 
will find in 20 minutes—21 minutes, be-
cause I think we will go 1 minute after 
midnight—that this government will 
shut down. 

This amazing government that we 
are supposed to be overseeing—Amer-
ica, the United States—can’t manage 
its business and shows that to the rest 
of the world over the fact of trying to 
stop the bill you hate that is the law of 
the land, that has already been verified 
by the Supreme Court as to its con-
stitutionality and where our President 
won election handily when this was the 
main idea. 

I don’t believe anymore that this is 
the product of a few people with 
strange ideas. This is the Republican 
Party. I think people who watch the 
news, jaded—I do; every idle moment I 
have to be finding out what’s going on 
in the world—were quite stunned to 
watch a Republican conference over, 
and the Members coming out abso-
lutely gleeful, many of them express-
ing glee—one of them said that he was 
almost giddy with joy about closing 
down the House. 

Earlier this evening, I saw after the 
2010 elections some new Members who 
were saying on the news that their in-
tention was to shut down the House. 
Well, they’ve done it. 

At any time we could have taken up 
a clean bill for the Senate. All we had 
to do was vote for that Senate amend-
ment resolution and pass that here, 
which could have been done easily with 
bipartisan votes. It would then have 
gone to the President of the United 
States. Government workers could 
sleep easier tonight if we had done 
that. They wouldn’t have to worry 

about paying the rent, or being able to 
buy groceries, or being able to pay the 
tuition for their child in college. 

What we are doing to the psyche of 
America—not ‘‘we.’’ I’m not going to 
say that again, the universal ‘‘we.’’ 
What Republicans are doing to the psy-
che of America will be a long time in 
healing. 

I think the absurdity knows no 
bounds. We want to say again that if 
anybody has any mistaken notions 
that the Democrats were involved in it, 
there are no Democrats’ fingerprints 
on any of these bills. I’ll say that 
again: Democrats had no input at all at 
any time on what any of these bills 
were going to say in the greatest mat-
ter before the House of Representatives 
to keep the government going, to meet 
our obligation to fund the government. 

In fact, by cutting out the people’s 
Representatives on my side of the 
House, almost half of the people in the 
United States’ voices were stilled 
throughout this whole process. The 
only time we got to talk was when we 
were up here, and we were trying to 
run and catch up to see what was going 
on. We had no idea what this was 
about, that this was coming tonight. 
We were able to pick up bits and pieces 
maybe off the floor, and people passing 
around some things that maybe they 
heard. But the whole Democrat side 
has been shut out—not just on this 
measure, but on everything in the 
world that we have done in this term 
and last term as well. Now, I don’t 
want anybody to forget that because 
everybody is going to yell if something 
goes wrong here, they’re going to try 
to blame it on us. It’s not on us. I have 
never seen anything like this. 

In addition, for well over 6 months 
this Democratic side has begged, ca-
joled, done everything they could to 
try to get this House to appoint con-
ferees and to go to conference with the 
Senate of the United States on bills 
that each Chamber had already passed. 
We couldn’t do the farm bill—couldn’t 
do much of anything. And I said earlier 
today one of the reasons is sequestra-
tion. So we had only gotten two appro-
priations bill. They’ve run out of 
money, and there was no way in God’s 
Earth we could have ever done the 12 
that we needed to do. 

But even that hasn’t caused any idea 
of changing what we’re doing. And we 
want to be a part of that. We would 
like to take the 6 weeks—imagine, on 
one hand, we are appointing conferees 
for a 6-week measure when we wouldn’t 
do it for the budget of the Federal Gov-
ernment. 

Now we would like to be as much a 
part of it as we can while we’re trying 
to deal with the debt limit and cer-
tainly to do away with sequestration 
that even my friend, Mr. ROGERS, the 
chair of the Appropriations Committee, 
said was far too draconian and that the 
government would be seriously under-
funded. 

b 2345 
But tonight, here we are, tragically 

here. Let me see now, it’s 15 minutes 
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